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EDITORIAL 


The Simplicity Of 
Christ 


Recent exhaustive and detailed reports of the 
ceremonies in Rome are a far cry from the sim- 
plicity and humility of Christ. 


Some of the writer’s warmest personal friends 
are members of the Catholic Church and we do 
not question that many members of that Church 
are truly saved, saved because they believe in 
the Savior and His atoning work. 


However, the unchanging policies of that Church 
are a menace to Christianity and to the State. It 
is at ceremonies such as have been recently enact- 
ed in Rome that we get a glimpse of the pre- 
tentions of her leaders. There we see the one who 
claims to represent Christ on this earth, accepting 
homage which should not be given to or received 
by any man. 


The prostrating of men before another man in 
obeisance climaxed by kissing his toe; the pomp 
and display of material wealth; the assumption 
of the right to temporal power; all of these things 
bear no resemblance to the One they claim to 
represent. 


Only this week we heard this first-hand story 
from an internee in one of the Shanghai camps. 
She told of the separation of the _ children of 
Protestants and Catholics, so that Protestant Chil- 
dren might attend Sunday School without conflict- 
ing with the wishes of the Catholics. She told of 
one little Catholic child who slipped into a Sunday 
School class and who was later severely repri- 
manded by the priest. When this offense was re- 
peated the priest went to the child in a fury and 
cursed the child saying “I excommunicate you 
and damn your soul to hell forever.” 


“Rome never changes” is a true saying. Where 
they are in the minority they claim the privileges 
of religious freedom, but when they get in power 
they are as cruel and ruthless today as in centuries 
past. 


For any who question the effect of Roman 
Catholicism on a people, we would suggest that 
they look about them. Rome has been in power 
in Italy and Spain and in South America. Ignor- 
ance and superstition have been fostered and 
national vitality has been sapped away. In Ameri- 
ca, England and the Scandinavian countries, where 
Protestantism has brought light and freedom, the 
comparison is so striking that thinking people 
should need no other evidence. 


We concede to the Catholic Church that free- 
dom of religious belief and practice which we also 
enjoy. But, we most vigorously denounce the 
mounting evidence of political intrigue in America, 
and the catering of politicians to these temporal 
claims of a Church which has yet to prove itself 
capable of bringing people out of ignorance, super- 
stition and fear. 


The Presbyterian insistance on separation of 
Church and State is a principle we should abide 


by ourselves and insist upon from others. 





°—--* 


“At Athens Alone” 
(1 Thes. 3:1) 


Why? Why not comfortably conditioned in 
Jerusalem? There he was sought out constantly 
by the admiring literati, he was the toast of the 
lebrew intelligentia, the rising scholar of the 
chosen people. Why is this man of letters alone 
in this strange city, facing brutal opposition and 
philosophic scorn and disdain? Sneers and curses 
greet him in the streets and there are none % 
mean as to do him honor. Why has he sent his 
companion, Timothy, to Thessalonica; thereby 
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keenly missing this young, charming, devoted fel- 
low missionary? Why is he, a man of the uni- 
yersities, a finished philosopher, a top thinker in 
his day and in any day; deliberately subjecting his 
sensitive soul to the crude hatred of a haughty 
people? All the while his position might have been 
high and happy in his native land. There was 
deep soul-eneed in Athens and in Thessalonica; in 
those busy, foreign marts lost men and women by 
the tens of thousands jostled one another. The tiny 
band of believers, just out of paganism, suffering 
all the exquisite tortures that determined hatred 
could muster; they needed his strong, frank, de- 
voted counsel and guidance. His heart is comforted 
when the tidings are good from the new Chris- 
tians and he cries out: “we live if you stand 
fast.” Why was Paul—‘at Athens alone’? He was 
there alone; because he had met Christ on the 
Demascus road; because he believed He was the 
Son of God and the only Saviour of men; because 
he had heard Christ’s call and it’s echo from 
Macedonia and the regions beyond. He knew he 
was lost until Christ had found and saved him 
and he believed men high and low the world over 
were in hopeless sin apart from Christ’s re- 
deeming love and power. And so he cries—‘I am 
debtor” and out he goes to fulfill his obligations. 


Why is Miss Margaret Virginia Shelby, of our 
Mexican Mission, in Tixla alone, save for her 
father now retired? Why, Miss Katherine C. Gray 
in Toluca alone, Our nurse Miss Iona Smith in 
Zitacuaro alone, Miss Alice J. McClelland in 
Chilapa alone? Why in Brazil do we find Miss Edith 
Foster at Varginha alone and in Africa our nurse 
Miss Margaret W. Moore at our new station of 
Kasha alone? Why in far Chungking, with the 
world on fire with war, do we find Mrs. Frank 
W. Price alone, as her husband serves in China or 
in distant America? Why, one by one, are our 
returning missionaries starting a tiny light again 
here and there over the vast and broken land of 
China? Why are other intrepid pioneers for God 
waiting at the portals to enter Japan and Korea? 
Amidst all the sordid claims of lesser loyalties 
and the Babel of voices alluring to lower levels; 
they have seen His face and heard His call and 
are willing to be swallowed up in the distant haze 
of a foreign post, content if they are sure of the 
seal of His presence and approval. —S.McPh.G. 


—————- oo 


“Who Are These People?” 


Rev. 7:13 (Am. Trans.) 
(Weymouth) 


Heaven is a place—a most beautiful place—de- 
scribed in symbolic language in this same Book, 
and promised to us by our Savior when He said: 
“I go to prepare a place for you.” 


But the most glorious thing about Heaven is not 
the wonders of the place, but the wonder of the 
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people who are there. The people make the place. 
This is true of earth as well as Heaven, There 
are many beautiful lands in this world “where 
every prospect pleases and only man is vile.” Why 
is North America a _ better place than South 
America? There are better people here. It is sin 
that spoils the place. One little stain of sin would 
spoil Heaven too. But our Holy God fills Heaven 
and no sin can live in His presence. 


But who are these people? They are men, and 
all men are sinners. Whence came they? How did 
these people get up there? 


These people are, first of all, a Great Multitude 
whom no man can number. The disciples asked 
Jesus once, “Are there few that be saved”? He 
did not answer directly, but tells them in so many 
words, “Be sure you are saved.” 


We have our answer here. A great multitude 
from every nation and kindred and people and 
tongues—a multitude whom no man can number. 
Our Savior will be satisfied; satisfied for all His 
suffering and tears, for Gethsemane and the Cross. 
What a tremendous multitude it will take to satisfy 
him! 


Who are these people? These are those who 
have come out of Great Tribulation. Christians 
have never had an easy time in this world. Many 
have been the poorest on earth; many have been 
persecuted—beheaded, burned, fed to wild beasts. 
Others have lain upon beds of pain and suffering; 
have felt the sting of criticism and_ ridicule. 
“Christ did not promise His followers an easy 
journey, but only a safe one.” Tribulation, “sor- 
row is a part of our education for the Heavenly 
glory.” Our Lord travelled this same path. 


Who are these people? They are those who have 
been washed and made clean in His blood. It is 
not often that a soldier can come back home and 
be able to thank the very person who gave the 
blood that saved his life on the battlefield. We 
read of one such case recently. What a meeting 
that was between the returned veteran and his 
blood donor! But all of us will be able to thank 
our Great Blood Donor when we get up there, 
our garments washed white in His precious blood! 


Who are these people? They are perféctly satis- 
fied people. We are never that down here, no 
matter who we are, or what we have. There is al- 
ways something lacking: nothing is in Heaven. 


Our work will be the grandest in the world, for 
we will serve Him day and night. Our fellowship 
will be blessed and complete: God will dwell with 
us and we with Him. No desire—no hunger or 
thirst—but will be fully met. No excessive heat or 
cold; no food or water lacking for our souls; no 
tears or pain or separation to mar our joy. “The 
full enjoying of God to all eternity.” Truly, ear 





hath not heard or eye seen, or has it entered into 
our minds and hearts,—these wonderful blessings 
which our God and Savior is preparing for us— 
even when we get glimpses of them when He opens 
the door a crack and lets us look in! 


Who are these people? Saved, Sealed, Satisfied 
people. Are you sure that you will be in that num- 
ber whom no man can number? Is your name 
written there? —J. K. P. 


Guidance 


Those who reject literalism in interpretation of 
the Bible miss truths and blessings on every hand. 
We once heard a minister laughing at people who 
pray for rain, telling what he thought was a 
humerous illustration of people in a church on a 
plateau praying for rain while others in a valley 


not far away were praying to be spared from 
floods. 


Millions of God’s children can bear testimony 
to the fact that our Father is One who is con- 
cerned about the minute details of our daily lives, 
and that He does hear and answer our prayers 
about these things. In fact, life is made up of 
multitudinous little things and it is the big and 
spectacular which is unusual. 


God intervenes and overrules in the affairs of 
all of us who seek His help and guidance. His 
omnipotence and omnipresence bring peace and 
joy to the one who has the child-like faith to 
believe His Word. What more can we ask than the 
promise, “In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He will direct thy paths.” 


Years ago, in China, Dr. Kerr Taylor and the 
writer unlocked the front door of the home of 
Dr. Woods to get our tennis racquets. We used the 
wrong key and were unable to extract the key 
altho we used several tools and a good deal of 
time. Finally we decided to leave it to the car- 
penter to remove the entire lock. Later on an old 
Chinese woman servant came with the key. In 
her hand. On being asked how she got it out this 
was her reply, “When I went in I saw the key 
and tried to remove it but could not do so. I knew 
Miss Lacy, who is staying there alone, would be 
worried if the door could not be locked, so I just 
got down on my knees and asked God to let me 
get the key out. I got up and removed it without 
any trouble and here it is.” 


The writer has seen God intervening in such 
little things daily for many years. The tragedy is 
that too often we limit the love of God and neglect 
the privilege of taking Him into every-day life as 
we should. 


One of the most interesting verses in the Bible 
is found in Exodus 14:20. Speaking of the pillar of 
cloud and fire which God moved from before the 
Children of Israel, placing it between them and 
the persuing Egyptians, it says, “And it was a 
cloud and darkness to them (the Egyptians), but 
it gave light by night to these” (God’s people), 


Yes, the very circumstances which are a problem 
to the world may prove God’s rich provision for 
His own. 


“For we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God.” 


Life takes on a very different meaning when, 
through faith in Christ, we admit God into every 
detail of our lives. We will find that the day of 
miracles is not ended. —L.N.B. 


“He Saved Us” 


(Titus 3:5) 
By Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield 


It is not true that “God can save no man un- 
less that man does his part toward salvation.” 
Man has no part to do toward salvation: and, if 
he had, he could not do it—his very characteristic 
as a sinner is that he is helpless, that he is “lost.” 
He is very active indeed in the process of his sal- 
vation, for his activity is of the substance of his 
salvation: he works out his own salvation, but 
only as God works in him the willing and the 
doing according to His own good pleasure. It is 
not true that “God forces salvation on no man.” 
It would be truer to say that no man is saved on 
whom God does not force salvation—though the 
language would not be exact. It is not true that 
the “eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” which 
is the “free gift of God” is merely put to our 
option and “our wills are free” to accept or re- 
ject it. Our wills are free enough, but they are 
hopelessly biased to its rejection and will certainly 
reject it as long as it is only an “offer.”’ But it is 
not true that God’s free gift of eternal life to His 
people is only an “offer”; it is a “gift,” and what 
God gives He does not merely place at our dis- 
posal to be accepted or rejected as we may chance 
to choose, but “gives,” makes ours, as He gave 
life to Lazarus and wholeness to the man with the 
withered hand. It was not in the power of Lazarus 
to reject—it was not in his power to accept—the 
gift of life which Christ gave him; nor is it in 
the power of dead souls to reject life—or to “ac- 
cept” it—when God “gives” it to them. The God 
in whom we trust is a God who quickens the dead 
and commands the things that are not as though 
they were ... We are “to entrust to Him our 
trust. 
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Are The U.S.A. Liberals To 
Determine The Terms 


Of Union? 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


When the Plan of Reunion of the Presbyterian 
Church US and the Presbyterian Church USA was 
published, the “liberal” wing of the USA Church 

& ‘hrcugh its organ, The Presbyterian Tribune, vig- 

E orously opposed two aspects of the plan: (1) They 
obiected to separate synods and presbyteries for 
Negroes, and (2) they objected to the ordination 
vows taken over from our Book of Church Order 
which require an officer to notify his presbytery 
on his own initiative of any change in his doctrinal 
position since ordination. 


Now from 1888 through 19438, whenever re- 
yon was broached, the USA spokesmen assured 
our people that they were willing to allow the 
ynodical and presbyterial lines to stand as we 
had them with separate courts for Negro congre- 
gations. The racial question is a very delicate 
matter. I have served and I can serve in a pres- 
bytery with a Negro congregation or two in it. I 
eran conceive of circumstances in which I would 
hve a Negro member in a white congregation. 
But I object strongly for USA “Liberals,” who 
do not have the Negro question as acutely before 
them as we do, deciding how we shall handle this 
thorny matter. If they are free now to say that 
we must have them in our presbyteries and synods, 
they will be free after the merger to say that we 
must have them in our congregations. Indeed, the 
reeent report of the Federal Council for Race 
Sunday called upon us to receive them into our 
churches and into our fellowship, to use them to 
teach in our Sunday Schools and to preach from 
our pulpits. The states of the South have laws for- 
bidding intermarriage and presumably most of the 
people of the South favor these laws. The Apostle 
says that God has determined the bounds of every 
rece’s habitation (Acts 17:26). In serving our 
colored brethren in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ we should be free to do so in ways that 
would not encourage them to think that we ex- 
rect the amalgamation of the races. We should be 
free to handle the matter apart from dictation by 
te USA “liberals”. Therefore, we greatly regret 
that the report received from Dr. Dunbar Ogden 
is to the effect that our Committee has agreed 
to this change requested by The Presbyterian 
Tribune, that is, to the amalgamation of the col- 
red presbyteries and synods of the deep South 
With the proposed regional synods and presby- 
teries, 


Even more we regret that Dr. Ogden also re- 
ports that the Cemmittee has agreed to the other 
change requested by the Tribune, namely, the 
modification of the ordination vows so as to elimi- 
nate the provision that if a minister changes his 
doctrinal views he will, of his own initiative, notify 
his presbytery of this change. Indeed, we are op- 
posed to the proposed Plan of Reunion because it 
does not maintain the safeguards which our Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., has erected for the main- 
tenance of the faith. First, it changes our ordina- 
tion vows as noted above. Secondly, it fails to in- 
clude the Declaratory Statement unanimously 
adopted by our 1939 General Assembly and ap- 
proved by the 1940 Assembly and for substance 
by the 1942 Assembly (the Lilly Resolution). 
While the Plan of Reunion embodies the USA 
Declaratory Statement designed to satisfy the 
Cumberlanders who united with the USA Church 
it entirely omits our Declaratory Statement de- 
signed to preserve the faith of the Son of God. 
Thirdly, it fails to safeguard the faith in dealing 
with the infants and children. Our Book of Church 
Order provides that parents be asked to acknowl- 
edge their child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit. This first question for infant baptism is 
omitted in the proposed Plan. Our Book directs 
that “the Bible, together with the catechisms, shall 
be the chief text books of the Church School, the 
center of every course of instruction.” This safe- 
guard is totally omitted from the Plan. 


Moreover, the Plan of Reunion is breaking down 
our safeguards in the face of an increasing need 
for them. The Plan of Reunion is designed to 
bring into one organic body with ours the larger 
USA Church with its membership four times ours 
and with its larger element of theological liberals. 
The large “liberal” element in the USA ministry 
is evident in the Auburn Affirmation, in the min- 
isters licensed and ordained without accepting the 
Virgin Birth of Christ (cf. Minutes of USA Gen- 
era] Assemblies, 1925-28), in the Socinian attack 
upon the atonement made by President (later 
Moderator) Henry S. Coffin in The Meaning Of 
The Cross, pp. 118-121, in the “liberal” presen- 
tation of Christ as a mere temporal human person 
by President H. P. Van Dusen in the book, Liberal 
Theology: An Appraisal, in the denial of the ob- 
jective, historical nature of the Resurrection of 
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Christ by Vice-President Ilion T. Jones in The 
Presbyterian Tribune, March 30, 1939, in the 
declaration of Professor J. W. Buckham also in 
the Tribune that a literal return of Christ “is next 
to impossible.” If the foundations be destroyed, 
what shall the righteous do? If the bulwarks our 
fathers have erected be overthrown, what becomes 
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of our witness to the truth of God? Rather let , 
hold fast to Jesus Christ, the chief corner stone, 
the foundation which God has laid. And then vil 
the house that rests thereon be the Church of th 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth, 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, q, 





What Shall I Preach? 


By Rev. Adrian DeYoung* 


“For I shrank not from declaring unto you the 
whole counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27, R.V.) 


Few people know how much trouble ministers 
have with the question, “What shall I preach?” 


There are preachers for whom this must be a 
most annoying problem. I refer to those whom 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen described as the con- 
venient middlemen, who present a number of 
worthy causes, each in its proper turn, to that 
picked audience of charitable and public-spirited 
citizens that meets on Sunday mornings in church. 
I mean those ministers whom he called specialists 
in the human phenomena of religion, who have 
studied its various manifestations in human life, 
and who must stand in the pulpit to tell people 
which kind of religion seems to work best in the 
age in which they are living. I refer also to the 
clerical H. V. Kaltenborns, who must analyze the 
news, counse] Congress, and advise the United Na- 
tions Organization. I mean the ministerial psy- 
chiatrists, who must assist their people at self- 
integration, the modern substitute for that offen- 
sive thing called Christian salvation. 


Some clerics have found the question so annoy- 
ing that they have given up preaching. I do not 
mean that they have left the church. On the con- 
trary, they are very much in the church. I mean, 
however, that they have turned to what looks like 
the priesthood. They have become devotees of the 
so-called “fine art of public worship.” The slightly 
aesthetic find it rather easy to plan atmospheres 
that will arouse religious sentiments. They find 
it much simpler than a sermon. 


While the question I referred to is a trouble- 
some one for most ministers, there are some who 
have an excellent and a satisfying answer. These 
are the men who know themselves to be “the 
stewards of the mysteries of God.” These are the 
men who know that God has spoken, and that 
they are his spokesmen. These are the men who 
are humbly willing to go along with Paul, whose 


words are the text: “For I shrank not from & 
claring unto you the whole counsel of God.” 


Those words appear in Paul’s parting charge ty 
the elders of the church at Ephesus, who met hin 
on the strand at Miletus. It was the close of his 
third missionary journey, the eve of his departur 
to Jerusalem. The great Apostle gave the presby. 
teries a quick glance at his labors and sorrow 
among them, and then at his own future which, 
he said, was not bright. The details of his trial 
had not been disclosed to him by the Holy Spirit 
This, however, was clear—imprisonment and su 
fering awaited him. Yet the sacrifice of his life, 
he assured them, he counted as nothing, if only 
he might perfect his earthly course, and prove 
faithful to the ministry which the Lord Jesus hai 
entrusted to him—to bear witness to the gospel o! 
God’s grace. 


The Ephesian church’s future, Paul continued, 
was no less threatening. From its number, false 
teachers would appear, seeking with their perverse 
talk to draw away the disciples. Against this he 
urged his hearers to be on the watch, and tenderly 
commended them to their God and to the Word of 
his grace, which was able to build them up and 
to give them an inheritance among the saints. He 
did not conclude, however, without solemnly r 
minding them of the full measure of their r 
sponsibility—full because of their complete posses 
sion of the divine truth through his ministry. 
Should they fall into snares along their future 
paths, they could not, before the awful bar of 
God’s justice, plead . their ignorance or Paul’ 
negligence. “I take you to record this day,” he 
said, “that I am pure from the blood of all men 
For I shrank not from declaring unto you the 
whole counsel of God.” 


There, let us observe, is the proper subject for 
the preacher—the counsel of God, the whole cout 
sel of God. Let no man draw back from declaring 
st. 


1. Let me divide the words of Paul and say, Tt 
proper subject for the preacher is the counsel ¢ 
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God. We are to observe the phrase “of God.” The 
counsel of God is the counsel of God. It is the 
mind of God. It is not the mind that man has dis- 
covered for himself by his deepest, purest, noblest 
thought. Instead it is the mind which God Himself 
has supernaturally revealed. It is the truth which 
must have remained eternity’s dark secret, had 
God not disclosed it to His servants. The counsel 
of God is that revelation recorded with complete 
truthfulness in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. The proper subject for preaching, in 
a word, is the Word of God. Micaiah, summoned 
to the presence of Ahab and Jehoshaphat, de- 
clared: “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak.” Isaiah heard the voice 
of one saying, “Cry.”’ And he asked, “What shall 
I ery?” This was the reply: “All flesh is grass, 
and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 
because the breath of Jehovah bloweth upon it; 
surely the people is grass. Dried up is the grass, 
withered the flower—but the Word of God shall 
stand forever.” That became Isaiah’s message. And 
the preacher’s subject must be the counsel of God. 
Peter proclaimed not what flesh and blood but 
what the Father in heaven had revealed to him: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Paul preached what he called “my gospel”—grace 
abounding to vile sinners; grace abounding to vile 
sinners in the free gift of the righteousness of 
God; grace abounding with that gift to vile sinners 
through their faith in Jesus Christ. And what 
Paul said was not after man, neither did he re- 
ceive it from man, nor was he taught it, but it 
came to him through the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. That great Apostle spoke not the words 
that man’s wisdom teaches, neither the wisdom of 
this world, nor of the rulers of this world; but 
God’s wisdom in a mystery, even that hidden wis- 
dom, which God foreordained before the worlds 
for the glory of His elect. That is the counsel of 
God in these very sacred pages. “He that hath 
a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath 
my word, let him speak by word faithfully. What 
is the chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord. Is not 
my word. like as fire? saith the Lord; and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” May 
God give His true servants—in these evil days 
not a great number—the grace humbly to declare 
His counsel. 


2. When, however, we have said that the coun- 
sel of God is the proper subject for the preacher, 
We have not said enough. What we must say is, 
The whole counsel ‘of God. The divine Word as 
a whole, said Paul, is worthy of a man’s best love 
and thought; it is also worthy of his preaching. In 
his three months in the great Ephesian synagogue, 
and in his two years in-the school of the rhetori- 
cian. Tyrannus, the Apostle, said Henry Lidden, 
“put forward the gospel, the whole area of its doc- 
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trine, the many sides on which it attracted, and 
awed, and subdued the soul of man—in un- 
abridged and unmutilated completeness.” From 
Paul in the pulpit, en the front porch, in the parlor, 
and in the public place, men heard the law and the 
gospel, doctrine and duty, the difficult and the 
simple, the harsh and the comfortable the strange 
and the commonplace. From him came the mind 
of God on God, on man, on the Saviour, on sal- 
vation, on the church, and on things to come. 
What was prominent in his ministry of the whole 
counsel appears in his own and other descrip- 
tions of his preaching. You have often read the 
words: “Repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ’; “the gospel of the grace 
of God”; “the kingdom”; “Christ and him cruci- 
fied”; “Jesus and the resurrection.” What the 
whole counsel included is suggested by the ma- 
jestic letter to the Ephesians written years later. 
Paul’s preaching is reflected in its six brief chap- 
ters, which we have only begun to understand. In 
the light of that full and faithful ministry, many 
a minister must stand ashamed. With repentance 
a man should turn and put forth the gospel, the 
whole area of its doctrine, in its unabridged and 
unmutilated completeness. 


Why Paul’s was a ministry of the whole counsel 
of God lay in his conception of the Christian faith. 
He considered it a whole, a unity, an organism, 
all the parts of it interdependent and related most 
intimately. Unlike many today, he could not suffer 
a doctrine to be withdrawn. With him it was never 
a question of a longer or a shorter creed, of more 
or less dogmas; it was a question of the whole 
truth. For Paul each truth was tied most closely 
to truths right and left of it, above and beneath 
it. None could be withdrawn and the others re-. 
main intact. For that father of ours in a like 
precious faith, the faith was as the moral law for 
James, in whose mind he that offended in one 
point was guilty of all. The counsel of God was 
a whole; its unity was like that of the church, 
the body of Christ, of which, if one member should 
suffer, all the others suffer with it. For Paul a 
man could not strike out the mystery of election 
without aiming a blow at the triune God. One 
could not add to the requirements of God for a 
man’s salvation without thrusting aside the won- 
drous cross of Christ. For Paul that unity of the 
Christian faith extended to life. Between doctrine 
and duty, faith and life, were the same extra- 
ordinary relations. That conception of the truth 
is what made Paul declare that whole counsel of 
God. His view was most certainly correct. We must 
follow him in it. 


8. When the Apostle said, “I shrank not from 
declaring unto you the whole counsel of God,” 
he admitted the difficulty of a ministry of the 
whole truth. He suggested that there are con- 
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siderations sufficient to make a man withdraw 
himself from it, to shun it. 


Not the least of these is man’s natural an- 
tagonism to the truth, more intensely bitter toward 
some divine truths than toward others. If one 
has regard for the tastes of man, a ministry of 
the whole counsel of God is a frightful thing. It 
can be uncomfortable to declare Him who knew 
no sin, but who was made sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him— 
Jesus Christ the Redeemer. People can find that 
revolting, offensive, foolish. It can be most un- 
pleasant to represent God as He is—as just no 
less than merciful, as punishing sin no less than 
rewarding righteousness, as doing His will among 
the inhabitants of earth no less than in the armies 
of heaven. It can be difficult to describe the 
church as it should be—as pure no less than peace- 
ful. That kind of ministry brought the Apostle 
tears and trials; it raised the riot of the amphi- 
theatre; and at last horrible death at Rome. Today 
it can raise all sorts of refined and subtle cruel- 
ties. It has made many a man shrink back. 


But none of these things moved Paul. None of 
them may move the true servant of God. If we 
fear men, we are not the servants of God. Let us 
fear Him before whom we stand, and before whom 
we are to stand with a dreadful responsibility at 
His appearing to judge the living and the dead. 
Then in that awful hour, God forbid that any of 
us, so fully instructed, so fully charged, should be 
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proved unfaithful servants. If we fear God, we 
will not shrink. Yea, if we love God and have 
regard for His rights; if we love men and would 
be pure from their blood; if we care for our own 
souls, we will not draw back from a ministry of 
the whole counsel of God. 


Such a ministry will yield its sweet and pleasant 
fruits. It is, of course, not the infallible guarantee 
of a perfect church. We don’t like the truth; the 
days are evil. The church of Ephesus was the 
church of Paul, Timothy, and John. It was also 
the church of Hymenaeus, Philetus, and Alex- 
ander; the church of men who denied the resur.- 
rection of Jesus Christ; the church of the heretics 
who denied the union of the Godhead and man- 
hood in our Lord and Saviour; the church of the 
Nicolaitanes whose works Christ loathed; the 
church that left its first love. But a ministry of 
the whole counsel of God will have its lovely 
fruits, I say. Almighty grace can use it in a lost, 
wicked, adulterous, despairing generation to give 
eternal salvation, holiness of life, purity of heart, 
sweet comfort, blessed hope. Our Sovereign will 
use it, beyond a doubt, to the glory of His Name. 


Let us then resolve, men upon whom God has 
cast the mantle of the ministry, to declare the 
counsel of God, the whole counsel of God, and 
to shrink not from it. God give us the grace! 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Tus- 
cumbia, Ala. 


The Real Issue In Union 


By Richardson Ayers* 


Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden, D. D. has an article in 
the January 23, 1946 issue of the Christian Ob- 
server entitled “Facts Relative to Reunion.” He 
writes as Chairman of the General Assembly’s 
Committee on Co-operation and Union. He calls 
this article to the attention of Ruling Elders par- 
ticularly. Because I am a ruling elder and also be- 
cause this question of union affects us all in 
many ways, I read Dr. Ogden’s Article with great 
interest. I must confess disappointment. Whereas 
I had expected a development of the plans of the 
Committee with regard to some of the vital mat- 
ters affecting union, in reality four facts of minor 
importance are discussed, namely: 


First, the matter of inviting various churches 
to join with us; second, the composition of the 
Committee from the Southern Presbyterian 
Church; third, the composition of the Joint Com- 
mittee from the Northern and Southern Presby- 


terian Churches; and fourth, the chapter in the 
proposed plan devoted to Ruling Elders and Ordi- 
nation of Ministers. 


Dr. Ogden’s article strikes me as being some- 
thing like a “Red Herring” drawn across the trail 
to divert attention from other vital questions 
that must be met before any real union can take 
place. I take the liberty of stating some of these 
issues that were overlooked with a _ suggested 
remedy in each case. 


First and foremost is the question of Belief. 
All other issues are dwarfed in comparison to 
this. Over twelve hundred leading ministers in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church signed what is 
known as the Auburn Affirmation in 1924. In 
this statement they affirmed the non-essential 
character of these five basic Christian doctrines, 
namely: 1. “The Inspiration of the Bible; 2. The 
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Virgin Birth; 3. The Vicarious Atonement; 4. The 
Resurrection of Christ; and 5. The Miracles of our 
Lord.” Take these beliefs away and the Bible 
becomes just another book on ethics and Jesus 
Christ just another man. 


During the twenty years or more since the sign- 
ing of the Auburn Affirmation, nothing has been 
done by the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church to repudiate this action of 
a large body of their ministers. On the contrary, 
some of the signers have been elevated by the Gen- 
eral Assembly to high church office, thus in a 
way putting a stamp of approval upon the Auburn 
Affirmation. 


Remedy: I suggest that the Commitiee on Union 
work to secure the adoption of a resolution by 
the General Assembly of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, repudiating the Auburn Affirma- 
tion and declaring affirmatively that the five 
doctrines mentioned above are the very heart and 
core of our Christian Faith. And further that they 
be used in determining whether or not a minister 
will be ordained by the Church. 


Second. That adequate provision be made in any 
plan of union to allow churches that vote against 
union to retain their church property and join 
some other religious body if they so desire. This 
is the Christian attitude to take. Is this being done 
by the Committee? 
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Third. That ministers who do not choose to 
follow in union, be fully protected in all their 
rights and equities under our church system of 
pensions and annuities. Is this being done by the 
Committee in drawing up the proposed plan? It 
is the Christian thing to do. 


Finally, Dr. Ogden mentions twice in his article 
“blocs” being formed and decries possible di- 
visions in the Church, “saying peace, peace when 
there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). The term “bloc” 
could also be applied with equal truth to Martin 
Luther and his followers, meaning those who dared 
to stand for the things they believed were taught 
by the Inspired Word of God, regardless of the 
effect of such stand. For my part I should feel 
honored to be placed in any such “bloc’’. 


The real issue of union, I reiterate, transcends 
all minor matters and resolves itself into a ques- 
tion of our Belief. Until that is settled, there can 
be no Union in the true spiritual sense that is so 
necessary for harmony in churches of the same 
faith. 


In conclusion, I commend to you Jeremiah 6:16, 
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls.” 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 7: Friends 
Jesus 


scripture: Mark 10:13-14,16; 15:43; Luke 6:13- 
16; 8:1-8; 15:1-2; John 1:35-51; 3:1-2; 4:6-7. De- 
votional Reading: 15:12-21. 


In John 15:12-21 we have some rules of Chris- 
tian Friendship. The first and basic law is Love. 
This is the tie that binds all the Friends of Jesus 
to each other and to Him. This law of love will 
lead to sacrifice. “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
The real friends of Jesus Christ have often laid 
down their lives for each other and for Him. But 
Christ shows an even greater love, because He 
laid down His life for us while we were yet sin- 
ners. Love leads to Obedience. “If ye love Me, 
keep my commandments.” Then follows the fel- 
lowship of friends. He reveals to them all that He 


has heard of His Father; they ask of Him, and . 


through Him, of the Father. Friends also have 
common foes: the world hated Jesus; it will hate 
us. 


It is a great thing to be a friend of Jesus Christ. 
In the passage before us today, let us see some- 
thing of the scope of this friendship. Most men 
have friends who belong to their own social, busi- 
ness, or family group. The Great Friend won His 
friends from ALL classes and conditions of so- 
ciety. 


Little Children 
(Mark 10:13-14,16) 


The disciples seemed to think that their Great 
Teacher had no time to waste on the children. He 
thought otherwise. He was “much displeased” at 
their attitude. What must He think of the attitude 
of some of us today? He not only received the 
children, but took them up in His arms, and 
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warned the disciples that unless they came into the 
Kingdom as little children, they would not enter. 
He also warned them about putting stumbling 
blocks in the way of these little ones, or causing 
them to stumble. Woe to anyone who leads a little 
child astray! How His words ought to burn the 
consciences of many modern mothers and fathers 
and teachers! 


It was no wonder that the children loved Him, 
and cried “Hozanna” in the temple, to the great 
discomfort and chagrin of the scribes and Phari- 
sees. It is easy to get children to love and trust 
Him. Child Evangelism is the most hopeful of all 
forms of evangelism today, if it is not ruined by 
“wishy-washy” theology. Let us keep in mind the 
sinful nature of children and teach them the truth 
about sin and salvation and the new birth. 


One of the chief glories of our glorious Gospel, 
is the value it places upon the home and the child. 
Wherever it goes children are loved, cared for, and 
trained in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. The orphans are given homes and Sabbath 
Schools flourish. 


The Learned And Rich (Mark 15:43, John 
3:1-2). “Not many wise, not many rich,” is the 
rule, but there are notable exceptions to this rule. 
Nicodemus and Joseph were two of these excep- 
tions. The prophecy had been made that, “He 
would make His grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in His death.” When the disciples forsook 
Him and fled it remained for this rich man, Joseph, 
who had been a secret disciple, and this learned 
man, Nicodemus, who came “by night,” to come 
boldly forward and beg His body of Pilate, and 
see that He was tenderly and honorably buried. 
The crisis seemed to stir the heroic and great in 
them. 


The Great Friend has always had friends among 
the rich and learned and powerful. One of our 
richest men died several years ago and these words 
were written in his will: “I commit my soul into 
the hands of my Saviour in full confidence that 
having redeemed it and washed it in His most 
precious blood, He will present it faultless be- 
fore the throne of my Heavenly Father, and I 
entreat my children to maintain and defend at any 
cost of personal sacrifice the blessed doctrine of 
the complete Atonement for sin through the blood 


of Jesus Christ once offered, and through that 
alone.” 


Our Great Friend still has staunch friends 
among the learned, rich, and great. 


Certain Woman (Luke 8:1-3; John 4:6-7). The 
first group is that devoted band of women who 
ministered to Him of their substance. One of 
these, Mary Magdalene, had been freed from seven 
devils; the others were those whose hearts and 


lives had been touched by His life and healing 
ministry. Added to these ought to be the two 
sisters, with their brother, of Bethany. His con. 
tact with their home and sorrows brings rich 
blessing to them, These women were most loyal 
and true. “No woman ever deserted, denied, or be. 
trayed Him.” They were the “last at the cross 
and the first at the sepulcher.” 


The woman of Samaria is a different type. We 
can see how carefully and tactfully Jesus dealt 
with her. She became a true, loyal, and missionary 
friend of her Savior. 


The Gospel has done much for women, and 
women have been the most loyal followers of the 
Great Friend. They have been among the bravest 
martyrs, the most earnest missionaries, the most 
consecrated home-builders, the most deeply spirit- 
ual writers. We have only to remember Fanny 
Crosby and a thousand others in every walk of life 
to realize how much His friendship has meant to 
women! 


Publicans And Sinners (Luke 15:1-2). These 
two verses begin the chapter, and explain’ the 
reason for the beautiful parables of the Lost 
Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Boy. This 
would-be reproach of the scribes and Pharisees, 
“He receiveth sinners and eateth with them’ has 
become the Glory of our Friend and His Gospel 
of Grace. 


Some of the greatest saints have been drawn 
from this class of men and women. They have 
been loyal, devoted, zealous friends. He that is 
forgiven much will love much. Even Paul who was 
not just the type of sinner in this passage, calls 
himself “the chief of sinners.’ Christ still has the 
power to make great friends out of men of this 
kind, The Jerry McCauleys, and Mel Trotters make 
powerful preachers and soul-winners. 


The Apostles (Luke 6:13-16). These were a spe- 
cial band, to be trained for a special work, His 
most intimate and select friends. How varied the 
character and talents of these twelve men! There 
was the impulsive Peter, somewhat boastful; the 
fiery James and John, “sons of thunder”; the 
practical Andrew; the tax-gatherer, Matthew; the 
“doubting Thomas”; and the traitor, Judas. 


They all seemed but ordinary men, but they 
came in contact with this extraordinary Friend, 
Son of Man, Son of God, and were trained by 
Him. 


Truly, God is no respecter of persons, and our 
Friend and Divine Savior is never narrow or re 
stricted in His friendships. The “up and out,” or 
the “down and out’; the children, or the leaders 
of world—He is a Friend of all who will accept 
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Lesson For April 14: How Jesus’ 
Friends Responded 


Scripture: Mark 1:16-20; 5:18-20; 10:46-52; 
luke 5:27-32; John 3:26-30. Devotional Reading: 
Acts 26:9-20. 


Friendship is a two-sided relationship: “A man 
tht hath friends must show himself friendly”; 
ad “There is a Friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother.” We have seen how Jesus made friends 
of every class and condition of men, women, and 
children. But before there can be real friendship 
there must be a response on the part of those 
whose companionship we seek. 


The key to this response is seen in our De- 
yotional Reading in the words of Paul to King 
Agrippa: ““Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision”. These early 
friends of Christ saw Him, and like Paul were not 
disobedient. They responded by obeying. Many 
have seen a vision of Him—the Heavenly One— 
and the Way He would have them take, and have 
refused to follow, some, like the rich young ruler, 
with sorrow, but yet turning away. Let us see 
hw these early friends of Jesus responded to 
His call. 


Simon And Andrew, James And John (Mark 
1:16-20). Two pairs of brothers. The call was 
simple; the response, equally so; they forsook all 
and followed Him. Their answer was immediate, 
and whole-hearted. No hesitating, counting the 
st, lingering over what they had to give up. 


How the Savior must have rejoiced at their re- 
sponse to His desire for their friendship! We get 
further light on this incident from John 1:35-42, 
where we see John the Baptist in the role of an 
introductory friend. He opens the way for the be- 
ginning of this discipleship by pointing to Jesus 
and saying, “Behold the Lamb of God Who taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 


The Gospel is as simple today as then. We 
present Jesus Christ to men as Savior and Friend 
and invite them to “follow” Him. How it rejoices 
the heart of our Master, and our hearts, too, when 
men respond as these brothers did. But so often 
we find men hesitating, making excuses, looking 
at what they will have to “give up,” forgetting 
that the gain far outbalances the loss, if there 
is any loss. 


Our response should be immediate and whole- 
hearted, a complete surrender to Him. “How many 
times have you heard the story about Jesus’? 
asked a missionary of a man who wanted to con- 
fess Him as Savior, “Why this is the first time,” 
‘plied the man. Such good news did not need 
repetition. How often have most men in this coun- 


try heard about Christ? Are we “Gospel hard- 


ened’? 


The Gadarene Demoniac (Mark 5:18-20). The 
man who was sent back home. The story of the 
Gadarene Demoniac is a fascinating one and one 
of the most interesting parts is the conclusion. 
No wonder this man wanted to stay with Jesus 
—the Friend who had delivered him from the 
curse of a legion of devils. But strange to say, 
Jesus had other plans for him. “Go home to thy 
friends and tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee.’”’ We can easily imagine the 
effect upon home and community. 


Jesus wanted some of His friends to follow and 
be trained for special service; He wanted others 
to go back and win their friends for Him by the 
simple method of personal testimony. Jesus needs 
many such friends today—men and women who 
are not ashamed to testify in their homes and 
neighborhoods to the worth of Christ as a Friend 
and Savior. This man was just as obedient to the 
heavenly vision as Peter, James, and John. To 
follow, to go home; whatever is His will. This 
is the true spirit of discipleship and friendship. 


Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52). The man 
who “would not be denied.”” Here was a poor man 
who needed a friend, and recognized Jesus as the 
Friend he needed, Many tried to stop him, but he 
persisted, and his faith was richly rewarded. If 
the hymn had been in existence He would no 
doubt have. sung, “I’ve found a Friend, O such a 
Friend,” or the others “There’s not a Friend like 
the lowly Jesus, no, not one.” - 


Our deep need often makes us seek the friend- 
ship of Jesus Christ, and He always responds to 
this soul need of ours. “He calleth thee.” “Come 
unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy-laden.” 
Whenever our hearts yearn for help He is ready 
to give that help. No wonder he followed Jesus 
in the way. He belongs to that great company who 
are not called upon to preach, or lead, but to 
be good followers. 


Levi, The Publican (Luke 5:27-32). The de- 
spised man who found a Friend, and introduced 
Him to his friends. The Great Friend of men 
takes a step here for which He is severely criti- 
cized. “Publicans and sinners”! How the Phari- 
sees despised these two classes; Was it possible 
that the Great Teacher would demean Himself by 
associating with such canaille? He saw Levi; He 
called him to be one of His special] friends, to be 
trained for an apostle. Passing by all the scribes 
and Pharisees, He chose this man. Amazing Grace; 
electing grace. Who dare question Him? So it 
seemed good in His sight. 


This “outcast” not only responded quickly and 
without reserve, but made a feast and called his 
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friends to the feast. He wanted them to meet His 
new friend. 


Is not the same thing happening now? While 
some look askance at the work done in city Mis- 
sions, and on the streets, among the outcasts of 
society, do not some of these, when converted, 
put us to shame by the joyous way they receive 
Him and go out to find their fellow-outcasts? 


“This Great Physician still is found 
Where sin and misery abound.” 


John The Baptist (John 3:26-30). The friend 
of the Bridegroom. Here is the acid test of true 
friendship. Can we see our friend receiving more 
honor or applause than we are receiving, and not 
be jealous? Many a friendship has broken on the 
rock of envy. 


Some of His disciples and the Jews tried to 
make John jealous of his cousin’s popularity and 
fame. He is baptizing more than you, and all 
men come to Him. The crowds were deserting 
John and flocking after Jesus. 


Young People’s Theme 
For The Year 


I bind my heart this tide 

To the Galilean’s side, 

To the wounds of Calvary, 

To the Christ who died for me. 
I bind my soul this day 

To the brother far away, 

And the brother near at hand, 
In this town, and in this land. 


I bind my heart in thrall 

To the God, the Lord of all, 

To the God, the poor man’s friend, 
And the Christ whom He did send. 
I bind myself to peace, 

To make strife and envy cease, 
God, knit Thou sure the cord 
Of my thralldom to my Lord. 


The Young People’s Council has chosen the 
theme “Live Christ’? as the theme for the coming 
church year 1946-47, and these words above have 
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But John’s friendship stood the test most nobly 
John was a great man, and in nothing greate 
than his well-known reply: “He must increase; | 
must decrease.” I am but the friend of the Brig. 
groom; I rejoice in the Bridegroom’s voice. 








Well would it have been for the church, anj 
much brighter the pages of church history, if 4) 
of His professed friends had had the like spirit! 
How often is the record spoiled by the spirit 9 
self-seeking, self-glorification, and_ self-aggrap. 
disement! Why, O why, have so many failed whey 
it came to the “acid test”? “He must increase, | 
must decrease’—His righteousness, not My 
righteousness; His will, not my will; His glory, no 
my glory. We are but the friends of the Bride 
groom. We are not to boss or possess the church, 
The Bridegroom alone possesses the Bride. How 
we have tried to usurp His place! 














Let our response be the response of John—“He 
must increase, I must decrease.” Does that spirit 
characterize His friends today? 










been chosen as the theme hymn. They are by Rev. 
Lachlan Maclean. 





The theme “Live Christ’ brings to our mind 
the testimony of the Apostle Paul as he faced 
death in the Roman prison. He wrote to his be 
loved fellow Christians at Philippi, ‘For me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21). This 
truly is the Christian life. The Christian life is not 
a code of conduct, it is not a program of worl 
order, it is not a certain kind of religious activity, 
nor is it something that we simply do ourselves 
in order to escape hell and gain heaven. When we 
open the doors of our hearts by faith the living 
Lord Jesus comes in to dwell in our hearts, and 
from then on in our lives we are simply to live 
out Christ day by day. This verse is certainly 4 
good one to help us remember our year theme. 
“For me to live is Christ.” 
































































Our General Assembly has designated the year 
1946-47 as Stewardship Enlistment Year, and we 
shall be hearing a lot about stewardship. The 
Stewardship emphasis should remind us that 10 
one can “Live Christ” until he has truly received 
Christ as Savior and enthroned Him as Lord of 
life, but when we have done that we are no longer 
our own, we belong to Christ; therefore we must 
be faithful stewards of all that we are and have 
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so that we may faithfully live for Him who has 
purchased us with His own blood. Stewardship is 
faithfully using everything that we are and have 
for Him who gave Himself to provide us with all 
that we are and have. 


The programs for the month should be intro- 
duced by the leader with a talk on this theme 
for the year. 


Emphasis For April 


The programs for Apri] are designed to get us 
started on just what it is all about to “Live 
Christ.” The general emphasis is “Enlistment and 
Training.” The first two programs are designed to 
show us what it means to us personally and what 
it means for our world when we “Live Christ.” 
Then the third program comes on Easter Sunday 
and reminds us that we can “Live Christ” only 
because He lives and only when He lives in us. 
The last program reminds us that we must “Live 
Christ” in the midst of a world that does not know 
Him, does not care for Him, and does not want 
to follow Him. 


During this month there will be two special 
days in the program of the church as a whole 
that you will want to keep in mind. Perhaps you 
can work their appeal into your program material 
somewhere. April 7 will be Christian Education 
Sunday, and Apri] 21 will be War Relief Day. 


Good hymns to use for the programs of this 
month would be as follows: 


April 7 and 15: “Living for Jesus,” “O Master 
Let Me Walk with Thee,’ “I Am Thine,” “T’ll 
Live for Him,” “He Lives,” and “Take My Life.” 


Good hymns for April 21 would be: “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name,” “Crown Him,” “Christ 
Arose,” “He Lives.” 


And on April 28 you could use some such as: 
“In Christ There Is No East and West,” “Where 
Cross the Crowded Ways of Life,” “This Is My 
Father’s World,” “We’ve a Story to Tell to the 
Nations,” “The Son of God Goes Forth to War,” 
and “Rise Up O Men of God.” 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For April 


April 7: Live Christ - What Does It Mean For Us? 
Prepared By Rev. John B. Vail, Sumner, Miss. 


Scripture Background: Philippians 2:5-10. 
Leader’s Introductory Remarks: 

The topic for today and next week is the same, 
“Live Christ.” Today, we shall consider what it 
means in ourselves, to “Live Christ.’”? Next week, 
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we shall look at it from the opposite standpoint, 
that is, what it means to the world about us, when 
we “Live Christ.” 


For today, let us center our thoughts in that 
great pronouncement of Paul’s, found in Philip- 
pians 1:21, “Fer, to me, to live is Christ.” 


Through the following several talks, let us see 
just what it involves, to “Live Christ.” 


I. To “Live” Christ’? We Must 
First Have Christ In Us. 


I John 5:12 tells us that “He that hath the Son 
hath life; he that hath not the Son, hath not life.” 


Dr. Francis Shunk Downs, in “The Heart Of 
the Christian Faith” points out that “You cannot 
develop a Christian life unless you have a Chris- 
tian life to develop.” 


A field will not grow cotton, and become a 
cotton-field, unless the cotton is first planted in it. 
We cannot cultivate a strawberry patch, unless 
we have first planted strawberries. 


To “Live Christ” then, makes it necessary that 
Christ first be planted in us. That is what Jesus 
meant when He said, “Ye must be born again.” 
(John 3:3). 


No one lives an earthly life without being born; 
and no one can live a Christian life, without being 
re-born,—born in Christ. 


“If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture...” (2 Cor. 5:17.) 


Il. To “Live Christ” Will Mean To Live 
Like Christ Because He Is In Us. 

We will desire to be like Him. Not just partially, 
but wholly. Not just in a few traits, but in every 
way, to let our own individual personality be 
clothed upon with Christ Himself! 


The traits that will appear when we live Christ? 
What traits occur to you as being Christ-like? 
Open your Bibles, and see what you find, in Philip- 
pians 2:5-10. In Colossians 3:1-17. In Galatians 
5 :22-23. 


The Power to “Live Christ,” to live like Christ, 
is an external power. Have you not experienced 
the frustration, in trying to be “Christ-like,” 
which Paul describes in Romans 7:18-19? But, as 
Paul found in Romans 7:25, we can also have the 
victory over our old natures through Jesus Christ. 
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When that external power beyond our own 
comes in to enable us to “Live Christ,” He comes 
in the Person of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in us 
(I Cor. 6:19); and He transforms us, bringing out 
the “fruits of the Spirit” listed in Galatians 
§ :22-23. 


Our part, then, is to yield to, and trust in, this 
Indwelling Spirit of God. It takes humility, 
eourage, and faith. 









Questions For Discussion 
1. Describe the most Christlike character you 
have known personally. 


2. What is the secret of revealing Christ, and 
keeping the image clear? 

3. Are the dominant traits in Christ’s character 
negative or positive? 

4. How far can a person be Christ-like, and not 
be Christian? 


5. What is the root of our failure to “Live 
Christ’’? 
















———. o—e 


April 14: Live Christ - What Does It Mean 
For Our World? 


Prepared By John B. Vail, Sumner, Miss. 


Scripture Background: Matthew 5:13-16. 
Leader's Introductory Remarks: 


Last week’s topic was “What It Means In Us 
To Live Christ.” Our discussion last week 
brought out these two primary points, (1) To 
Live Christ, We Must First Have Christ In Us. 
(2). To Live Christ Will Mean To Live Like 
Christ, Because He Is In Us, (Mention any other 
points recalled from last week.) 


Today, we go a step further, with the topic, 
“What It Means For The World About Us When 
We Live Christ.” 


Let us use our key thought, or text, for today’s 
discussion, Matthew 5:14, “Ye Are the Light of 
The World.” 


The following talks will help to bring out just 
what it means to the world about us when we 
“Live Christ.” 


I. The World About Us Is 
A Troubled World. 


We need, first of all, to focus our attention on 
the fact of the widespread and desperate needs of 
our fellowman. 






























There is a veneer of cheer and light-heartedness 
on the surface, but just beneath the surface of 
humanity, anywhere you scratch away the veneer, 
trouble is to be found. 


Heart-ache in almost every home, if not every 
heart. Discord in innumerable homes. Little hearts 
neglected and hungry for love; aged hearts, for- 
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saken, wistful, lonely. Hearts filled with shame. 
Others, with despair. Others, broken with dis. 
appointment. 


Give examples, from your own observation, of 
these conditions. 


Everywhere—the human heart and homes pre- 
sent a desperate need for the Comfort and Cheer, 
the Guidance and Inspiration, the Strengthening 
and Encouragement, the Companionship and Peace 
and Joy that can only issue from those who, in 
this weary world, truly “Live Christ.” 


II. The World About Us Is A Lost 
World - In Spiritual Darkness. 


More tragic than the temporal distress described 
above, is the spiritual darkness of those about 
us. Man is everywhere seeking satisfaction for his 
soul, in material things. It isn’t there, so the soul 
of man is hungry—hungry for God—but blinded 
by Satan. 


The Christian—“Living Christian” in such a 
world is a walking, a living advertisement for 
God! A “Light in darkness,” pointing the way 
out! “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your father, 
which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16). 


When we “Live Christ” before the unsaved, they 
are compelled to (1) See Christ, (2) Feel Christ, 
(3) Desire Christ, (4) Receive Christ! 


Questions For Discussion 


1. Which is the greater influence in a com- 
munity, the preaching from the pulpit, or the lives 
of the church members? 


2. Tell of the influence of someone you have 
known who really “Lived Christ.” 


3. Let each one in silence give answer to the 
question, “Am I so revealing Christ that others 
see and desire Him?” 


4. Where have you found it most difficult to 
“Live Christ’”—in your home, or at school, or in 
the shop, or in your social life? 


5. Can you tell of some one being led to Christ 
by the Christ-like life of another? 


6. What chance is there, for just a handful of 
young Christians, by seeking to “Live Christ,” to 
influence all the others in their school? Or to lift 
up the social standards of their set? 
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Dice - Slavery - Freedom 
- By Rev. Day Carper* 

In some parts of the Belgian Congo the nights 
are cool, and the natives have the custom of kind- 
ling a small fire on the ground in front of their 
thatched huts. It is a picturesque scene to look 
down a native village street in the late evening, 
seeing the glow of the numerous fires and the 
smoke ascending into the stillness of the night 
ebove. Around these little fires will be from one 
to six people. Some are sitting on a piece of wood 
or a mat while others are crouching nearer the 
fire moving from side to side to avoid smoke-filled 
éyes. Around such little fires one can hear some- 
thing of Africa of the past. and of the present. 
Africa, you know, is immense, and Congo is about 
as large as one-third of the United States, so you 
can see how the customs of the people will vary 
and conditions will not be the same every place. 
Also the Gospel has been preached for more than 
fifty years in some places and for only a matter 
of a few years or not at all in other places. There- 
fore what one might hear around the little fire 
would depend on where one lived. 


Where I sat listening and asking questions one 
night was about 35 miles from our home at Moma 
in central Congo. A little boy about nine years old 
told us that his fourteen or fifteen year old 
brother whom we will call: Nsanji did not live with 
him beeause he was a’slave of a man in the village. 
Upon questioning we found that Nsanji had lost 
ata game of dice and had gone to a friend to 
borrow some money and had offered to work for 
him in return. Later when the father heard of this 
agreement instead of wanting to help his son he 
went to the man who had loaned the money and 
told him if he would give him one goat he could 
just keep Nsanji as his slave. At one time Nsanji 
had been in our school but his work as a slave 
prevented his attending school any more. The next 
day with the help of a native Pastor and an 
evangelistic overseer who were traveling with me 
we investigated the case and found that this boy 
had indeed become a slave for the price of one 
goat: (about 80 francs in their money). That day 
the missionary and the church leaders were able 
to help that young slave become free. The price 
of the goat of about $2. in our money was paid 
back to the master by the boy’s father and once 
again Nsanji was free! Free to play, free to go to 
school, or visit, but not free as we know freedom. 
Nsanji was not a Christian so he like so many 
thousands in Congoland was still bound by ignor- 
ance, superstition and fear. . 


In- the village where Nsanji lives we-have a 
sehoal and. a Christian teacher. If he so ‘desires he 


can go to school and learn about God and the 
Bible. But there are many like him who are still 
slaves bodily and who do not have a Christian 
teacher or anyone to help them. Thousands are 
living without a Christian school or teacher, not 
knowing that Jesus Christ came to make all men 
free. What part are you going to have in carrying 
the Word of God, which is not bound, to those who 
have been bound by Satan so long? 


In another village where we have an evangelist, 
the boys and girls were taken out of school and 
were sent to the forest for two or three months 
to follow heathen rites and customs handed down 
by the ancestors. There the evangelist’s life was 
threatened and endangered because he tried to 
prevent this interference with the children’s carry- 
ing On their Christian education. The evangelist 
stood up for what was right in face of dangerous 
oppositions. With our help the boys and girls were 
allowed to continue in school in place of spending 
long weeks in the forest carrying out wicked cus- 
toms. Will you help us through your giving and 
prayers to keep the Light shining in the places 
where it has been lighted and help us to light it in 
the still dark places? 


Some boys from that cannibal tribe among 
whom we work have already volunteered, for full- 
time Christian service among their own people. 
They heard thé still small voice asking, ‘Who will 
go?” and they answered, “Here am I, send me.” 
There are many all over the world who are still 
bound by Satan. What will your answer be? 


*Missionary to the Belgian Congo. Mr. and Mrs. 
Carper are supported by the Young People of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. They are now on 
furlough and their address is: 1208 Rennie Ave- 
nue, Richmond, Va. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter “D’: (1) A shepherd; (2) A city; (3) A 
bird; (4) A prison; (5) A musical instrument; 
(6) A weapon; (7) A heathen god; (8)-A god- 
dess; (9) A church officer; (10) A woman judge; 
(11) A silversmith; (12) A jewel; (13) A title 
Jesus gave Himself; (14) Woman of Joppa; (15) 
A tribe; (16) A king; (17) Satan; (18) An 
animal. 
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What Will March 24-31 
Mean To You? 


THE WEEK OF SPIRITUAL 
ENRICHMENT 


There were fearful evils in Jesus’ day, and He 
was deeply concerned about them, but nothing 
gave Him more concern than the need of His dis- 
ciples for growth. He was constantly affirming 
throughout His ministry that the thing that matters 
most is man’s relationship to God. From His lips 
came words such as: “Come ye after me.” “Learn 
of me.” “Abide in me.” “Follow thou me.” 


On one occasion Jesus called to the disciples 
who had been at work and were to be sent forth 
in further service, “Come ye apart.” “Draw away 
from the people and come for a season of re- 
freshment with Me.” He was saying, in order that 
they might just be with their Master whose call 
they had answered and who had sent them forth 
to do His will and would send them forth again. 
He called them to Himself. It was to be for them 
a spiritual oasis in the midst of hard work in a 
weary world. 


On the threshold of a new Church year, and be- 
fore we start anew into the work of Christ through 
our local churches, it is appropriate that we spend 
time in quiet with God, waiting to have our eyes 
enlightened, our love deepened, our souls re- 
freshed, our hearts encouraged, our spirits quick- 
ened to do His will. This is the call which the 
Week of Spiritual Enrichment presents to the 
women of the Church. But every individual will 
find the value of the week to her, concurrent 
with her response to the opportunities the week 
presents, for her spiritual growth. Growth in the 
spirit does not just happen; it is the work of God. 
And one must desire and seek God if she is to 
make progress in the Christian life. 


Through daily reading of our Bibles, quiet medi- 
tation, and prayer in the Week of Spiritual En- 
richment, we can draw close to God who will be 
found to draw very close to us. Through the 
regular services of the Church first, and through 
any especially planned meetings during this week 
we will find new strength as we pray for God’s 
use of them for our profit, and approach them 
expecting a blessing from God that we might be 
a blessing unto others. Through the rereading of 
some choice book such as: “The Imitation of 
Christ,” or “With Christ in the School of Prayer,” 
or “A Passion for Souls,” or “In His Steps,” or 


“Pilgrim’s Progress,” we shall find our souls ey. 
panding. Through some very definite service tha 
will help some person in need or some person ot 
another race, or nationality, we shall come to think 
that perhaps we are growing. 


There is need for special emphasis on Spiritual 
Enrichment when we shall seek the presence of 
Christ, because of what it will do to us: 


To be in His presence—we’ll surely come to 
love Him a bit more. 


To make confession and receive forgiveness oj 
our sins of spiritual pride, love of luxury, envy, 
sloth, selfishness, irritation, criticism, discourage. 
ment, anxiety, neglect of God, indifference to His 
work, failure to live up to the standards which 
we hold as requirements for other Christians. 


To measure by Christ our lives and to evaluate 
life as we have been living it. 


To gain from God the strength to live simple, 
radiant, lives of unbroken fellowship with Him 
that we might meet the strains put upon us, and 
lay hold of our opportunities to serve our fellow 
men. 


To become possessed with a passion for bring- 
ing people to Christ. 


To renew our consecration to God and personally 
determine to give “‘my utmost for His highest.” 


Once two men walked a lonely road and talked 
together of the things of Christ and the events 
that had taken place in His life, when Christ Hinm- 
self drew near and went with them... and their 
hearts burned within them. May the Week of 
Spiritual Enrichment be for us an experience with 
Christ akin to this, whereby we may feel Him draw 
near and go with us into the new year and cause 
our hearts to burn with His passion and to glow 
with His warmth and radiance. 


% % Lg 


The leaflet “For Personal Use” in this Week 
is available from the Committee on Woman’s Work. 
Single copies free; 10c per dozen; 60c¢ per 100 in 
quantities. 


The Woman’s Auxiliary Of 
The Italian Institute 
By Martha W. Jewett* 
One September evening in 1937 six or seven 
women were sitting around the dining room table 
in the home of Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Bisceglia, laying 


plans for the launching of the auxiliary at the 
Italian Institute. I remember so well throughow 
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our discussion the underlying problem was not 
only the scarcity of women, but their inability to 
geak English along with little or no Presbyterian 
packground, making it necessary for the nucleus 
of the group to undertake several offices and to 
combine causes. For these Italian born women, 
reared in the Catholic faith, to plunge into the 
fine mechanics of the Auxiliary plan as presented 
by our Committee on Woman’s Work was rather 
like putting to sea in a rowboat. But these twenty- 
five or thirty women, like the grain of mustard 
seed, grew through faith, prayer and sacrifice, 
each year seeing the number enlarge from one 
circle to three, then four, and now there are six 
active circles including every woman on the 
church roll, one hundred and eight in number, with 
sixty and seventy-five active members. 


In 1937 a bazaar was held to obtain money for 
the Auxiliary Causes but the second year it was 
decided to try the volunteer pledge plan and since 
then the Auxiliary budget has been the accepted 
course, including all Causes. The backbone of this 
growing auxiliary at the Mission is a group of 
girls who, under the able leadership of Mrs. J. 
H. Hermansader, formed a Campfire Circle in 
1925, later graduating into the Girl’s Circle. It was 
the dream of Mrs. Hermansader to some day 
have an Auxiliary at the Mission and she so im- 
bued these girls with this idea that today under 
the leadership of Mrs. Bisceglia they are the 
guiding force within the women’s organization, 
making up between thirty-five to forty percent of 
| the personnel. 


Because many of the older women have not 
learned the language of their adopted country, 
one circle that formerly was called the Mother’s 
Club is still intact and meets the second Friday 
afternoon of each month, also participating in the 
inspirational meeting of the Auxiliary the fourth 
Friday evening. The church and its activities are 
the only social and inspirational contacts these 
mothers have—their only outlet. Since they speak 
Italian, they naturally do not take a very active 
part on the programs, which means more responsi- 
bility devolves upon the officers. The other five 
circles meet the second Friday evening, following 
the program of the circle literature whenever 
applicable and laying particular stress upon the 
devotionals. The Vice-President, a young married 
woman and Mission girl, feels that the most 
Important phase of the Auxiliary is the devotional 


Period, the opportunity to study God’s Word to- 
gether, and then discuss the lesson. From this close 
association with the Bible she has evolved her 
Plan of life, putting first her church with its re- 
sponsibilities and activities, then any outside in- 
terests such as civic or school group meetings, if 
there js time. 


Those of us fortunate enough to be born into 
our faith ofttimes do not realize what sacrifice 
and real suffering people who choose our church 
may undergo. For instance, one Italian mother 
became interested in the Mission and, as soon as 
she began attending meetings there, was excluded 
from all activities of her Catholic church. She 
could neither read nor write, but the Bible became 
real to her through Dr. Bisceglia’s interpretation. 
When her husband insisted their children must 
attend mass before coming to Sunday Schoo] at 
the Mission, she rebelled and took her stand on 
the great truth of John 3:16. When her oldest 
daughter married a boy she met at the Mission, 
the husband who had declared many times he 
would never enter the Mission doors, even if he 
were carried, was present and gave his daughter 
in marriage to this fine Christian boy. Soon the 
whole family followed this devout mother into 
the church and her greatest joy is in learning 
Bible verses, even chapters, which she repeats to 
all her friends. The Auxiliary never lacks for 
someone to give Bible refernces during devotional 
periods for she is an active and working member, 
ever ready to repeat messages from the great 
Book. 


Another devout Auxiliary member first became 
interested in the Mission through the clinic, then 
joined the Mother’s Club and soon became a 
regular church attendant. When she asked from 
what book the pastor read and was told it was the 
Bible, she could hardly refrain from showing her 
surprise. Soon Dr. Bisceglia, hearing of her in- 
terest, presented her with a Bible, only asking her 
to read a portion each day. Even before she joined 
the Church she offered to sing for the Sunday 
evening services which are in Italian, as the 
regular choir supplies the music every other week. 
She not only serves through song but has brought 
her entire family to join her beloved Mission 
and is ever ready to testify for her Saviour through 
audible prayer. 


The Catholic Church has, from its inception, 
laid stress upon beautiful edifices in which to wor- 
ship so it is no wonder that the Italian Americans 
feel this need of appropriate surroundings for 
their church. A chapel of their own has long been 
a dream of the entire congregation at the Italian 
Institute and one annual activity of the Auxiliary 
is their ice cream social, the proceeds going to 
the chapel building fund. When we are fortunate 
enough to know these fine Christian Americans 
and their deep love for their chosen church, it be- 
comes a privilege for the women of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. to have a share in bringing 
this dream to fruition by giving generously to 
our 1946 Birthday Fund. 
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The Choral Club Of The 


Chinese Mission 
By Cleveland Chin* 


*The Choral Club of the Chinese Mission is com- 
posed of the younger members. This group, under 
the supervision of Miss Lois Garrison, meet on the 
second Friday of every month at the Mission to 
practice the singing of different hymns and songs. 
They sing various selections at the regular services 
on Sunday. 


In addition, the Choral Club occasionally visits 
other churches and sings at their services. All of 
the members enjoy making these trips as they pre- 
sent an opportunity for making new friends. 


Although this club is primarily a singing or- 
ganization, it also participates in different bene- 
fits. Sometimes the members perform in plays or 
donate their services at benefit dinners. Those 
with acting ability take part in various plays, 
which gives them a great deal of fun. 


At benefit dinners, the members help in prepar- 
ing the food, serving the guests and washing the 
dishes. They do not mind the work as they enjoy 
making the dinner a success. As one can see, this 
group has a lot of fun while helping others. 


*Mr. Chin, of New Orleans, La., is a Tulane 
graduate with a degree in Business Administra- 
tion. He is Treasurer of the Building Fund. 


_——— 


Our New Church 


By Eugene Hoy* 





In New Orleans our Chinese Mission has an en- 
rollment of one hundred thirty people. Each Sun- 
day services are held. At these services every 
event is done in both English and Chinese. We 
have: “Beginners,” “Primary,” “Junior’, “Inter- 
mediate,” and “Senior” classes. Also, we have 
teachers for the Chinese boys who wish to learn 
English. We have been very active in Red Cross 
work. For the last Hallowe’en and Christmas we 
made favors, placecards, posters and other deco- 
rations for the boys in the Aleutians. We also 
made slippers for the boys in the psychopathic 
ward in the hospital and duffel bags for the boys 
overseas. The “Intermediate” and “Senior” groups 
have a club which is active in war relief, different 
institutions, Red Cross work, parties, dinners, sales 
of-old clothing, ete. After services we have a Fel- 
lowship Hour at which tea and cookies are served, 
and we. become better acquainted with the visitors 
who are usually Chinese soldiers and sailors. With 
all these activities the present church is too old 
and smal] and badly in need of repair, so the need 
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of a new church building has arrived. Already 
about $10,000 has been subscribed through the 
generosity of members of our Mission. We have 
hopes of having a church with a Chinese-like Yoof, 
with a pagoda-like tower beside it. This ney 
church is to be located at a better location thay 
the present church, which is at 223 S. Roman 
Street. We shall be very glad when our “dreay 
church” becomes a reality. This dream church’; 
cost is estimated at $75,000 or more. There js 
much hard work ahead, but how happy we will be 
when we have it. 










*Eugene Hoy, of New Orleans, is thirteen year; 
old. He made the highest average in his graduation 
class. 













A Growing Fund 


Dr. T. H. Spence, Jr., Curator of the Historical 
Foundation, Montreat, N. C., and editor of The 
Historical Foundation News, has announced that 
it appears that a building suitable for the use 
of the Historical Foundation can be erected in 
Montreat at a cost of $50,000, exclusive of the 
stack section and furnishings. The cost of the 
stacks has been estimated by one of the several 
manufacturers of built-in stacks to be $17,000. 
Another $8,000 will provide additional equipment 
and furnishings, making the total cost for the com- 
pletely furnished building $75,000. 













Dr. Spence has said that the Directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association have set aside $25, 
000 toward the building. On January 1 he an 
nounced that $26,776.32 had been added by con- 
tributions from individuals, churches, and the 
Woman’s Auxiliary; and $1,000 had been given 
for the purchase of photographic equipment. 























In the fall meetings of Synods, several Synods 
took definite action endorsing the program of the 
Foundation Building. Two more Synodical Aux- 
iliaries have exceeded their suggested quotas; 
namely, Appalachia and North Carolina. These 
two have contributed $5,306.72, their allotted 
quotas being $5,167.06. The other Synodicals 
having exceeded their quotas are Arkansas, Mis 
sissippi, Tennessee, West Virginia. Texas-Mexican 
Presbyterial Auxiliary was the first in the Synod 
of Texas to report having reached its suggested 
quota for the building fund. It exceeded its quota 
by $10.27. More and more local Auxiliaries are 
making gifts, honoring some individual, a pastor, 
elder, or some esteemed woman of the church. 
More ‘than one hundred names have been desig 
nated for the Plaque of Recognition to be erected 
at the entrance of the new Foundation Building. 
The Plaque will carry the names selected by com 
tributors of sums of one hundred dollars or more 
to the Building Fund. When no honoree is spec 
fied, the name of the donor will appear: on “the 
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Plaque. The Foundation will be happy to supply 
special literature concerning this arrangement. 


Interest has steadily grown in the Building 
Fund. The Historians have done a splendid work, 
quietly and unceasingly. Many friends have ap- 
peared throughout the Church who have given 
support to this worthy enterprise. We rejoice with 
Dr. Spence in-this growing fund and the interest 
being shown in the program to supply the Church 
with an adequate place for the valuable work of 
the Historica] Foundation. In the words of Dr. 
T. K. Young, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
“No labor should be spared to complete files for 
synods, presbyteries, and individuals. All should 
be gathered at the Historical Foundation as source 
material . . . The expanding story continues as a 
great stream in a fair land.” 


From Korea 


Seoul, Korea, 
January 23, 1946. 
Dear Friends: 


After waiting in Washington two days for the 
foggy weather to clear, I left for California in an 
army plane on January 8th. I enjoyed a two days 
visit with Elizabeth and her family in Oakland and 
left Mitchell Field on the 10th for Honolulu. I 
had dinner with the McCutchens that night and 
left in a few hours for Johnston Island. We stop- 
ped there only long enough to refuel] and eat a 
good lunch. The next stop was at Wake, then Mar- 
cus, then on to Tokyo. We reached Tokyo early 
Saturday morning, the 12th, less than 48 hours 
since we left California. The weather was perfect 
and the view from the plane was beautiful. 


At 11:20 A.M. Monday the 14th we took off 
from Tokyo in a C-47 for Seoul. We ran into 
our first bad weather and had to land at Osaka. 
The storm was coming from the direction of Korea 
and we were not able to leave for three days. 
When we reached Korea we found zero weather 
and everything covered with snow. I went to Mr. 
E. C. Williams’ house, outside the East Gate, and 
they asked me to stay with them. They occupy a 
semi-foreign house that had belonged to a Japa- 
nese dentist. He left all of his furniture in the 
house. They have a furnace, frigidaire, lights, etc., 
but on account of the scarcity of fuel it is hard 
to:-keep the house warm now. Mrs. Williams is a 
fine cook and she takes the best care of us. We 
are rationed army food but can buy beef, pork, 
apples and a few vegetables, though everything 
is very dear, 7 yen for one head of Chinese Cab- 
bage, 7 yen for one box of matches. I have a desk 
in the big office in the Governor general’s build- 
ing. Dr. Bigger’s (of Pyeng-yang) desk is on one 


side of mine and Dr. Ko, who was my assistant 
in the Kwangju hospital 20 years ago, is on the 
other side. 


I got my driver’s license the first day by just 
showing them my old Virginia license and they 
gave it to me at once. Mr. Williams and I drive a 
jeep to work every morning. Mrs. Williams gives 
us a lunch to take with us as it is four miles from 
their house to the office. The Government has 
asked me to oversee all leper work in Korea and 
I am leaving tonight (Jan. 23) for a two weeks’ 
tour in the South. I go first to Kwangju where I 
wil] talk things over with the Governor. Then I 
go on to Soonchun, Reisui and Deer Island. Three 
men from our colony came to Seoul to see me: 
Chai Kyung Dong, the doctor I left there in March 
1941, Kim Sun Sang, the ugly little teacher at 
the Boy’s School in Soonchun, and another man. 
They report 750 lepers there now. Fifty died this 
past summer from typhoid fever. E Ke Pung and 
Co Sund Hok are dead. Medicine and clothing 
very scarce. 


The Koreans are begging to have the mission- 
aires return as soon as possible. I find some fine 
Christian men connected with the Government. 
Six of our Christian doctors are vice-governors. 
Chait Yong Oke is vice-governor at Kwangju. 
My nephew, David Wilson, is stationed there. He 
had supper with us tonight, also two army chap- 
lains. The hardest part of army life (to me at 
least) is having to sleep on a cot. After the first 
night I moved my blankets to the floor (which 
is covered with soft Japanese tatami or thick straw 
mats) so I sleep a little better. 


All of our mission hospitals are closed. The 
medical situation is indeed pitiful, so many dis- 
eases and so few drugs. No penicillin and no new 
sulfa drugs and no santonin. Choi Kyung Dong 
wept like a baby when he saw me. He was in jail 
three years. Dr. Kim (Dr. Rogers’ man) has be- 
come a famous doctor. Chai, the head teacher in 
Mr. Unger’s school is now a doctor. Will write 
again after my trip South. 


At present the only way for missionaries to live 
is to be connected with the Army, as supplies can- 
not be bought or shipped in. I think things may 
change before very long, however. Dr. Wood of 
the UNRRA will try to get a large group of the 
missionaries to come out and act as advisers in 
the Government. I gave him a list of all that I 
could think of. 


Sincerely, 

Dr. R. M. Wilson, 

Bureau of Public Health, 
Hdq. USA. M.G.LK., 
APO 235, care Postmaster, 
San Francisco,- Calif. 
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Miss Janella Williams Now Doing 
Missionary Work In Mexico 


Miss Janella Williams, member of the First 
Church in Alexandria, and who has written a num- 
ber of Book Reviews for the Journal, is now doing 
missionary work in Mexico, in the Central Pres- 
byterian Church of Monterrey. She attended Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School at Richmond, and 
taught Bible one year in the School of the Ozarks 
at Hollister, Mo. She would be made very happy 
to be remembered by her many friends in the 
States. Her address is Ave. Hidalgo, 1701 Pte., 
Monterrey, N. L., Mexico. 


te 


Extension Day 


Any pastor or member of a vacant church who 
desires to observe Presbyterian Extension Day, 
March 17, or some other convenient Sunday, will 
receive as a donation one copy of The Gospel in 
Action and other source materials, if they will 
write to the Department of Country Church and 
Sunday School Extension, Presbyterian Building, 
8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Va. 


oe 


Birmingham Pastors’ Retreat 


Dr. Paul Hutchinson, Managing Editor of the 
Christian Century was the resource leader at the 
Birmingham Pastors Retreat, January 29, 30, and 
31st. Ministers from nine Synods came together 
for these three days to face realistically some of 
the more urgent concerns of ministers of today, 
all being actively in charge of churches with varied 
problems and joys. The fellowship was marked 
by great blessing. Dr. J. R. McGregor, of the 
South Highland Church of Birmingham was in 
general charge of local arrangements. The de- 
votional feature of the Retreat was under the 
leadership of Dr. Warner L. Hall, of Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. The discussions introduced by Dr. Hutchin- 
son covered a wide range of interest. The Chris- 
tian attitude as exemplified in the fine spirit of 
this leader was the dominant impression of the 
ministers who met together. Those present were 
enthusiastic in their support of this plan as it had 
been inaugurated by Dr. P. H. Carmichael of our 
General Assembly’s Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education. 


It is expected that when the Pastor’s Retreats 
are announced next year even a larger representa- 
tion of active ministers will arrange attendance. 


—Harry H. Bryan. 





Presbytery Of Florida 


The Presbytery of Florida stands adjourned to 
meet in the Tallahassee Church on Apri] 16, 1946, 
at 7:30 P. M. (E. S. T.). 


—Danie] J. Currie, Stated Clerk. 


General Church News 


Jones Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Meridian, Miss. 


The closing months of the year have been mark. 
ed by an effort on the part of this Church to pre. 
pare for winter. In line with this, a large parking 
space in front of the Church has been paved, and 
was debt free when finished. In connection with 
this some additional concrete walks were laid, and 
a short retaining wall completed. 


In addition to this some roadside signs were 
placed at strategic street intersections to point 
out the way to the Church. These have proved 
especially helpful to out-of-town guests, as was 
the case when all the Presbyterian young people 
of this section were invited to a party at the 
Church, The party was held in the basement of the 
Church and a good time was had by all. The games 
were the old fashioned kind, ending in a round 
of group singing. 


Recently the hour of evening service has been 
changed to five o’clock, that hour being better 
suited for the winter months. This is a custom long 
followed by Jones Memorial. 

E. McKinley Weaver, Pastor. 





Chaplain Cecil H. Lang 


Chaplain Cecil H. Lang, veteran of two wars 
who recently completed 49 months of active Army 
duty, has been appointed full-time chaplain at the 
Veterans’ Administration Hospital at Roanoke, 
Va., officials announced today. 


Chaplain Lang served for fifteen months in 
World War I at the Port of Embarkation, Ho- 
boken, N. J. In World War II he achieved the rank 
of Colonel and served at the Infantry Replace- 
ment Training Center, Camp Wolters, Tex.; Head- 
quarters XIII Corps, Providence, R. I.; Fort De 
Pont, Del., and Camp Cook, Calif. He received the 
Bronze Star Medal for his service in the European 
Theater. 


Ordained in the Presbyterian United States 
Church in 1916, Chaplain Lang was pastor at Fort 
Stockton, Tex., for five years, Knoxville, Tenn., 
ten years, and at Kilgore, Tex., from 1931 to 1941. 

He received his bachelor of arts degree from 
Austin College, Sherman, Tex., in 1912 and his 
doctor of divinity degree from the same college 
in 1937. 





MARRIED 


At the home of the officiating minister, Rev. 
Daniel J. Currie, in DeFuniak Springs, Fla., on 
February 15, 1946, Mr. William Jeffie Helms and 
Miss Maisie Eloise Cotton, both of. Darlington, Fils. 
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Fairfield Highlands Church 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Qn January 27th, at the Fairfield Highlands 
Church, Birmingham, Ala., four additional deacons 
were inducted into office. Guy Bruce, Joe Powell 
and C. E. Lowery was ordanied, and these with 
J.C. Wood, previously ordained, were installed. 


Since the Rev. J. Norton Dendy left this church 
and assumed the pastorate of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Dothan, Alabama the elders and 
deacons have continued the very active service 
that the church renders in the community. 


Former Chaplain Becomes New 
Regional Director 


The Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication takes great pleasure in an- 
nouncing to the Church at large the addition to its 
Field Staff of the Rev. D. B. Walthall, Th.D., who 
js the new Regional Director of Religious Edu- 
cation for the Synods of Kentucky and West Vir- 
ginia, succeeding the Rev. W. B. Sullivan, D.D., 
who on October 1, 1945, was transferred to the 
fexas-Oklahoma Region. 


Dr. Walthall has had a rich and varied experi- 
ence Which has fitted him in a peculiar way for 
this work. He is a “son of the manse” and was 
born in Richmond, Virginia, where his father, the 
kev. D. K. Walthall, was pastor of the Mizpah 
Presbyterian Church. After graduating from Fish- 
burne Military Academy in Virginia, Dr. Walthall 
attended Davidson College from which he graduat- 
ed with the B.A. degree and where he was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa. He holds the B.D. 
and Th.D. degrees from Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Virginia and is also a Master of Arts from 
the University of Virginia. 


After serving the churches of Glade Spring in 
Abingdon Presbytery and New Providence in Lex- 
ington Presbytery, Dr. Walthall entered the Army 
Chaplaincy in July, 1943, and served with distinc- 
tion until February 6, 1946. He was with an 
evacuation hospital of the First Army from the 
beaches of Normandy to Leipzig in Central Ger- 


many. He received the Bronze Star for meritorious 
service, 


While in Abingdon Presbytery, Dr. Walthall was 
Chairman of the Presbytery Committee on Re- 
ligious Education and also a member of the Synod 
Committee of Religious Education. In addition 
he served as a leader in Young People’s con- 
ferences, was instrumental in beginning the Pioneer 
camp for Intermediates in Abingdon Presbytery, 
and for a time served as the Executive Chairman 
of Home Missions in that Presbytery. 


During the time he was a pastor, Dr. Walthall 
taught in the Montreat leadership School and also 
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in pastors’ institutes at Duke University and Union 
Seminary. 


With his recent experience as a chaplain and 
these many years of interest, activity, and wide 
reading in the field of Religious Education, Dr. 
Walthall gives promise of rendering outstanding 
service as a Regional Director. He is commended 
to the Church at large and especially to the two 
Synods which he is to serve. 


Together with his wife, the former Miss Lois 
Claytor, of Durham, North Carolina, and their two 
children, Dr. Walthall will make his home in Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, where he has re-established the 
Regional Office for the Synods which he is serving. 


W. Nerman Cook, 
Director of Field Program. 


ee 


Visitation Evangelism Week 


Jackson, Miss. 
February 8, 1946. 
Dear Fellow-Ministers: 


There is a growing feeling of responsibility 
among Presbyterians for those without Christ. 
There is also a keener realization that lay men 
and women must accept a larger share in the task 
if our church is to reach any impressive number 
of the unchurched with the Gospel message. There 
is likewise greater appreciation of the necessity 
of advancing unitedly if we would serve most ef- 
fectively. Therefore, your Committee on Evan- 
gelism is asking that we join forces throughout 
the church in making April 7-14 a notable week 
in reaching the unsaved and the indifferent for 
Christ and the Church through Home Visitation 
Evangelism. 


Visitation Evangelism is a simple, scriptural 
method of contacting people for Christ and seek- 
ing a decision for Him. The literature now avail- 
able makes the whole matter of putting on this 
program so clear that any pastor can prepare his 
people and lead them in a successful visitation 
effort. There are pastors, too, in most of our 
synods who have had quite satisfactory results 
with this plan of evangelism and will be delighted 
to share their experience with fellow-pastors. Any 
church, large or small, with thorough preparation 
and earnest prayer for God’s blessing, will reap 
a rich spiritual harvest. 


Enclosed leaflets offer helpful suggestions for 
using the preceding weeks—March 10 through 
April 7—in preparation. It is the hope of your 
Committee that these will be carefully studied, 
and followed where possible. The pastor will wish 
to discuss this subject and the method of procedure 
with his Session, and with other groups in his 
congregation. Let this be done at once so that 
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the interest and cooperation of the entire congre- 
ration may be enlisted to make Home Visitation 
Week a season of genuine revival and large in- 
gathering. 


Literature is available in the Director’s office 
at 1609 Lyncrest Avenue, Jackson, Miss. 


Your fellow workers, 
Frank C. Brown, 
Chairman, 

Howard H. Thompson, 
Director. 


sO lp ty 


John M. Wells, Jr. 


Our Heavenly Father has taken unto Himself 
another of His noble and devoted servants. John 
M. Wells, Jr., went to his reward on Thursday, 
February 7, 1946. 


While his numerous friends were shocked to 
hear of his sudden death, they rejoice in a life 
well spent. While he was a gifted and successful 
lawyer his greatest work was in service for Christ 
and His Church. 


In the First Presbyterian Church of Winston- 
Salem, N. C. he served many years as an elder. 
No member of the Session gave more thought, time 
and prayer to the work of the Church. His wis- 
dom and foresight was a mighty factor in the ex- 
tension program of the Church, that resulted in 
the organization of other churches and Sunday 
Schools. He also served several years on Synod’s 
Home Missions Committee. He gave much time to 
the work of this Committee. Too much cannot be 
said of the services he gladly and freely gave in 
ably helping this committee in determining its 
policies and enabling it to render more effective 
service. 


Jack as he was affectionately called was a 
“gentleman of the old school’ modest, retiring, 
gentle, capable, he was beloved by many, both 
high and low and held in the highest respect by all 
those who knew him. He possessed that peerless 
virtue, sincerity. A virtue that made his life a 
power for righteousness in his home, his church, 
his business and his social and civic life. He never 
spared himself. He was always ready to give of his 
time and energies to furthering some good cause. 
Like Barnabas his life was full of faith and good 
works. 


He was a son of the Manse. His father Rev. J. 
M. Wells, D.D. has long been recognized a true 
and great servant of the Church. His mother 
preceded him to her heavenly rest by one year. His 
wife survives him as do his two sisters and one 
brother. 


I am sure if we could draw the veil and see into 
the great beyond we would be more than happy 
at the sight we would behold. “Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors; and their works do follow them.” 


—P. D. Patrick. 
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Daily Vacation Bible School is a crying 














need throughout America, Get the whole 
story from this Prospectus; what DVBS 
does, organization plan, cost, equipment, 
courses, teacher staff and training. This 
free Prospectus includes samples of Stand- 
ard’s True-to-the-Bible lessons for each 
grade, Kindergarten, Aden me sea In- 
termediate, and describes Standard’s sup- 
plemental material. Get ready NOW for 
the vital task of bringing Christian instruc- 
tion to children this summer. Write today, 
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Moody Bible Institute Plans Refresher 
Course For Chaplains 

















Pastors and returned chaplains will have an 
opportunity to brush up on current developments 
in religious methods and other important subjects 
in the “Refresher Course for Chaplains and 
Preachers” announced for April 23 to May 10 by 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, II. 






































Seven subjects will be offered. In the field of 
methods, the Institute presents “The Minister and 
the Radio,” conducted by the Rev. Wendell P. 
Loveless, former director of Station WMBI, and 
“The Life and Opportunities of the Pastor,” taught 
by the Rev. William Culberston, D.D. 



































The Rev. Kenneth S. Wuest will teach the 
“Practical Use of the Greek New Testament,” 
while the Rev. Wilbur M. Smith, D.D., will dis 
cuss “Modern Apologetics,” and “The Great Chris 
tian Classics.” 





























Carl Armerding, D.D., will teach “Expository 
Homiletics,” and the Rev. C. Norman Bartlett, 
Ph.D., D.D., will present “Current Trends in 
Theology.” 























Enrollment will be limited to 50, and early 
applicants will be given preference, according t0 
Dr. Culbertson, dean of the Institute. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE WONDER OF GRACE 


By the Rev. Herman Hoeksema. Published by 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
129 pages. Price $1.50. 


It is the Reformed faith alone that declares sal- 
vation by grace. The Rev. Herman Hoeksema 
makes that plain in one of his most recent books, 
The Wonder of Grace. 


In his opening chapter the author discusses 
the idea of salvation by grace. He exposes the 
error of much so-called “evangelical preaching,” 
which makes the grace of God dependent on the 
choice of a sinner’s will. That cannot be called 
gospel preaching which presents a powerless God 
or a Christ impotent to save. There is no good 
news in that at all. Salvation by grace, says the 
author, simply means that God saves the sinner. 
Under grace “the sinner lives, and becomes posi- 
tively active, so that he wills to be saved and em- 
braces Christ, not in cooperation with God who 
saves him, but as a result of the wonder of grace 
performed upon him. Salvation by grace implies 
that grace is always first. True, ‘whosoever will 
may come’, but the will to come is not prevenient 
to grace, but subsequent to it as its fruit.” 


Then Mr. Hoeksema begins where anyone who 
speaks of salvation by grace must begin—with 
God’s sovereign election in eternity of a people 
for himself. In the remaining thirteen chapters 
he traces the work of grace from reconciliation 
through Christ to the believer’s entrance into ever- 
lasting glory. The writer makes every stitch in 
the garment of salvation the work of God. 


When you read a book like this, you will begin 
to see what the Bible means by the words, ‘“Sal- 
vation is of the Lord.” You will join with Paul 
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to exclaim, “O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing out! For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen.” —Adrian De Young. 


—— 


THE RISE OF THE TYRANT 


Carl McIntire. Christian Beacon Press, Collings- 
wood, N. J. Price $2.25. 


The author writes upon two great and urgent 
modern themes: human liberty, the Church’s re- 
lation to it. His point is that American liberty is 
a by-product of biblical Christianity, an outgrowth 
of the preaching of the historic gospel of the 
Christian church, but that the .modern church, 
through the leadership of the Federal Council of 
Churches, having given up the fundamentals of 
the Christian gospel, now preaches a different 
gospel, one which will lead eventually to some 
form of collectivism, some form of tyranny. Such 
a point of view deserves careful consideration no 
matter how radical or reactionary one might think 
it is. And such a point of view warrants much 
better work on the part of Mr. McIntire. His book 
is sketchy in the ordering of its argument, the 
style is hasty, almost frantic. The reviewer’s opin- 
ion is that the book would be much improved if 
the theological issues involved in the cleavage be- 
tween Christian orthodoxy and modernism were 
presented in a more reasoned and scholarly way. 
Tt should be the author’s burden to make clear 
what is meant by “gospel”, “evangelism,” “king- 
dom of God,” “profit motive,” as these concepts 
are used by modernists, and not merely to char- 
acterize them hastily. One’s cenecption of Chris- 
tianity should transcend one’s political and eco- 
nomic ideas if the point is to be made that “as 
goes the Church, so goes the nation.” Perhaps it 
would be well to show clearly that pronouncements 
upon basic social issues reflect one’s theological 
beliefs. And it is regretable that in Mr. MclIn- 
tire’s zeal to make his point he seems to align 
Christianity with one particular theory of govern- 
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ment and one economic system, which is to secu- 
larize the Christian gospel, and that is what he 
condemns in the Federal Council’s procedure. The 
main contention of the book is summarily stated 
in the following quotation: “The modern church, 
forsaking its own task, is asking the nation to do 
for society by force what the church should do for 
society in the free exercise of religion. The one 
is tyranny; the other is freedom.” This is a weighty 
charge. The issues as posed are indeed critical. 


—William D. Seay. 
a 






GOD IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


By W. S. Fleming, D.D. Published by the Nation- 
al Reform Association, 209 Ninth Street, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 248 pages. $1.50. 


The book, God in Our Public Schools, is the 
work of Dr. W. S. Fleming, who has spent many 
years in a campaign to promote religious public 
education. People who have an interest in the 
subject will find the book profitable reading. 


The author begins with an extended series of 
quotations by prominent men over a period of 
more than a century to show that “the schools 
make the nation,” and that “the present secu- 
larized public school is destroying religion and 
wrecking the nation through crime.’ Thereafter 
Dr. Fleming traces briefly the rise of secular 
education and the disappearance of God from the 
public schools. No substitute exists, he maintains, 
for religious public education. Home instruction, 
released-time weekday church schools, and 
parochial schools, do not meet the national need. 
Religious public education, he insists, is entirely 
legal as well as essential. The book concludes with 
a number of practical suggestions toward placing 
the Bible in public education. 


The reviewer agrees that secular education is a 
threat to our national welfare. He does not agree 
that the American people have a common religious 
faith that can be put in the schools. And if a 
common faith were established in our public edu- 
cational system, we may rest assured that it would 
not be the Christian faith. What remains is that 
Christians must establish their own system from 
the kindergarten through the university. 


—Adrian De Young. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses, leading to 
A.A. and A.S. Degrees. Commercial. Aeronautics. Prepay. 
atory Department: Senior High School, with Tenth 
Eleventh and Twelfth Grades. Refresher Courses for Vet, 
erans. Personal Attention. Christian Influences, Thorough 
Instruction. Summer Session Begins June 10, 1946. Fal 
Session Begins September 9, 1946. 


BOX B-12 — MAXTON, N. C. 
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MARCHING SIDE BY SIDE 


Compiled by F. C. Proehl. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $2.00. 


The book is made up of letters written from 
practically all theaters of the war, by chaplains of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, 
to the Army and Navy Commission of that de 
nomination, as sidelights to their regular reports 
of service. While the book is of special interest to 
Missouri Synod Lutherans, it will be found of 
high interest and value to other protestant read- 
ers. The letters are deeply spiritual, but have 
none of that over-heated fervency which char 
acterizes the writings and utterances of those 
who, though nominally Christian, seem to have 
been surprised to have found the Christian gospel 
practical simply because it is true. The letters 
consistently interpret the war in the idiom of the 
intelligent, self-conscious Christian. That interpre- 
tation will be priceless as the war recedes into 
history and fantasy increasingly takes the the 
place of fact. —wWilliam D. Seay. 
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The help given us by our subscribers is a source 





of constant encouragement to us. Practically every 
day brings a letter telling us that the writer is re 
membering The Journal staff in prayer. How this 
does help. Almost every day brings new subscrip- 
tions which come as a result of another subscriber's 


recommendation. This means much to us. You caf 














have a very real part in The Journal’s ministry. 
Pray for us. Tell others about The Journal. Write 





for free sample copies for distribution among you 
friends. 
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